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The russian federation’s aggression against Ukraine, which started in
2014 and escalated into a full-scale invasion in February 2022, has
profoundly influenced the system of European values, the internal priorities
of Ukrainian society, and the development of modern military education. This
war has become a turning point for Europe as a whole, changing not only
geopolitical configurations but also the axiological foundations of political,
economic, and educational processes [1; 2].

1. Transformation of Values in Ukrainian Society

The war has intensified the rethinking of basic values by Ukrainian
citizens. Pre-war sociological research indicated that material prosperity,
career growth, and personal comfort dominated individual priorities.
However, the wartime context has dramatically reshaped this hierarchy. In
2022-2023, intangible values such as solidarity, mutual trust, volunteering,
and the defence of one’s country have become dominant [3].

A vivid example is the large-scale volunteer movement. At the beginning
of the invasion in 2022, more than 70% of Ukrainians participated in
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voluntary activities in one form or another — from financial contributions to
logistics, cyber assistance, or participation in territorial defence.
Volunteerism, once an optional expression of civic responsibility, has
become a normative element of national identity.

The importance of family, community, and national unity has also
increased. Citizens’ readiness to defend the state by arms, despite high risks,
illustrates the prioritisation of collective survival and sovereignty over
personal safety.

2. Influence on European Value Orientations

The russian-Ukrainian war has gone beyond Ukraine’s borders and
influenced the value system of European societies. For decades, many EU
countries had prioritised social stability, economic well-being, and
humanitarian development. However, russia’s aggression demonstrated that
security and independence cannot be taken for granted.

The clearest indicator of this shift is the growth of defence expenditures
across Europe. According to SIPRI, in 2014 most European NATO members
spent less than 1% of GDP on defence. By 2023, this figure had increased
significantly, with forecasts for 2027 reaching 2.5-3.5% in Eastern Europe
[4]. States such as Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia are allocating
unprecedented funds to strengthen their armed forces.

Finland’s and Sweden’s accession to NATO in 2023-2024 [5] is a clear
sign of the transformation of collective defence into a shared European value.
The countries that traditionally based their policy on neutrality acknowledged
that peace and sovereignty cannot be guaranteed without joint security
structures.

3. Economic and Political Dimensions of Values

The energy crisis caused by the war became a catalyst for reassessing
Europe’s economic priorities. The rejection of russian energy carriers
required the mobilisation of resources, the diversification of supplies, and the
adoption of new principles of energy independence. This process highlights
how economic resilience is increasingly seen as a component of national and
continental security [6].

At the political level, solidarity with Ukraine has become a test of
Europe’s commitment to democracy, justice, and the rule of law. States that
actively support Ukraine express not only geopolitical interests but also
defend fundamental European values.

4. Informational Challenges and Value Dilemmas

An equally important dimension of the war is informational. Freedom of
speech and access to information are essential European values. However,
during wartime, uncontrolled information flows can threaten national
security. Fake news, disinformation, and the deliberate manipulation of
public opinion have become powerful tools of hybrid warfare.
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Therefore, many European countries face the dilemma: how to preserve
democratic freedoms while preventing the dissemination of sensitive military
information that could harm national defence? Ukraine’s experience shows
that establishing a balance between transparency and security is possible
through coordinated communication, digital platforms, and civil-military
cooperation.

5. Military Education and New Priorities

The transformation of values directly affects the system of military
education. Modern officer training in Ukraine includes not only classical
military disciplines but also new competencies such as tactical medicine,
electronic warfare, cyber defence, psychological resilience, and cooperation
with civilians in crisis situations [7-10].

Pedagogical experiments at the Kyiv Institute of the National Guard of
Ukraine [11; 12] confirmed that the integration of real combat experience into
the curriculum significantly increases cadets’ readiness. Practical modules
taught by combatants and veterans enrich theoretical courses with applied
skills: battlefield survival, coordination in EW conditions, and the use of
modern digital technologies for command and control.

In addition, the war has emphasised the importance of international
cooperation in education. Joint programs with NATO partners, participation
in Erasmus+ military projects, and the exchange of combat experience have
become integral to the modernisation of Ukraine’s military education system.

6. Prospects for the Future

The russian-Ukrainian war has accelerated processes that would
otherwise have taken decades. For Ukraine, this means the formation of a
new military-patriotic culture based on resilience, courage, and solidarity. For
Europe, it is the rethinking of peace and security as the highest values that
require constant investment and defence.

In conclusion, the transformation of values under the influence of the
russian-Ukrainian war is multidimensional. It covers the spheres of civic
consciousness, economic stability, political solidarity, informational security,
and military education. These processes will determine the future of Ukraine
and Europe for decades to come, defining the content of national and
collective values in the 21st century.
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OnHi€ro 3 YMOB 3aKiHU€HHS BIHH € 0OMEXEHHSI pecypciB MpoTHOOpUin
CTOpOHI Ha 11 BeJJeHHs. 3 Li€l0 MeTOI YKpaiHa 3BepTaeThCs 0 IHIINX KpaiH
3 IPOITO3UIISIMA MO0 0OMEKEHHS 3aKyIiBIII €HEPropecypciB y pOCIHCHKOT
(enepanii a0o 10 3HWKEHHS IIHHA HAX.

Tak sk moxim Bim X mponmaxy 3a0e3nedye HAIOBHEHHS OODKETY
pociiicekoi ¢enepamii Ha 30-35%, mo mnokpuBae 60-70% BuUTpar, fKi
BHIIIATHCS HA BeICHHs BiiHM mpoTu YKpainu [1].

B cBor depry pocilickka Qeaepariisi MpOBOANTH 30BHIIIHIO TOJTITHKY
070 0OMeXeHHS BIHCHKOBOI Ta €KOHOMIYHOI gomoMoru YkpaiHi. Takox
MIPOBOJUTH TiOpHIHI AiH Taki AK: KibepaTaku depes3 HEypsIOBi opraHisaiii,
IITy49HE 301IbIIEHHS KITBKOCTI O1’KEHIIiB, TOIIO.

IMopstn 3 OUM CHUCTEMAaTHYHO NOPYLIye TOBITPSHUM  IPOCTIip
€BpOIEHChKNX KpaiH 3 3allydeHHSIM pPO3BiAyBaJbHOI Ta BHHMIIYBaJbHOI
aBiamii. A 3 BepecHs 2025 poky movanga aKkTHBHO 3[IMCHIOBATH IIOJILOTH
OC3MUIOTHUX JITaNbHUX amapaTiB HaJa BICEKOBUMH 00’€KTaMH Ta
[IMBUTLHUMH aepOJPOMaMH B WX KpaiHax [2].
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